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Learning
objectives

« Understand why language is an
Important factor of vulnerability

* Know how to take language into
account when you communicate
with communities




Marginalized language speakers

One emergency, And often many Spoken by
one main ‘marginalized’ minority &
language of languages majority groups,
response often

marginalized



Linguistic diversity is sometimes
hidden or suppressed.:

Lang u"?lge = To portray a ‘unified’ country
exclusion » To ‘manage’ ethnic tension



Layers of disadvantage
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Among the most
important people to reach
and communicate with in
an emergency
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Marginalized language
speakers

Humanitarian

o
concern {1

And among the hardest



What makes It harder?

Speed and
capacity

One size fits all
approach

Lack of information
about the
languages
themselves

Lack of information
about what
languages people
speak




Be aware of language
power dynamics.

|dentify quickly which
languages people speak,
understand, and read.

Hire interpreters and
translators to ensure
affected people can
communicate in their
preferred language.

Test comprehension of
your communication
materials.

Train and support

translators and interpreters.

Be aware of the
exclusionary
potential of words.

Agree on
consistent
terminology as
early and as widely
as possible.

Make sure you
work with local
mother-tongue
speakers to find the
most precise and
useful translations
for the target
audience.



Northeast Nigeria Language Map =

Primary language
(26 of households)

Hausa 31%0
Kanuri 28%0
Fulfulde 1196
Other 726
Bura 5%6
Shuwa Arabic 494
Marghi 296
Kare Kare 2%06
Bachama 296
Mandara 196
Higgi 1%
Kilba 126
Kibaku 196
English 196
Mafa 126
Glavda 020
Jukun 026

Most spoken primary Waha 0%

language by LGA Gamargu 026

I Bachama Tiwv 0%

[1 Bura

I chamba

I Fulfulde

Il Hausa

M Higgi

M <anuri

[ ] kare Kare

I Kibaku

Il Lunguda

© 2019 Mapbox @ OpenStreethlap
. Hide map legend

b3 TRANSLATORS
WITHOUT BGRDERS

https://translatorswithoutborders.org/northeast-nigeria-language-map/
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